[May, 1952
X-ray examination of the heart on several occasions before the operation showed very feeble movement of left ventricle. There was no enlargement of the heart. The left border was straight.
1st April, 1952. Immediately before operation, 450 cc. of clear fluid were aspirated from the right pleural cavity.
Incision was along the 5th rib extending from its angle to the chondrosternal junction. Nearly the whole of the rib and whole of the costal cartilage was removed and pleural cavity opened through its bed.
The pleura was relatively free from adhesions. Very good exposure of the pericardium was obtained. 
